PRESS RELEASE

A NORTHUMBERLAND VILLAGE CELEBRATES ITS RAILWAY HERITAGE

The village of Ponteland, 8 miles north west of Newcastle upon Tyne, was reached by a branch line in 1905, later extended through to Darras Hall in 1913. Passenger services on both lines only lasted until 1929, although freight continued until the closure of the ICI Explosive works at Callerton in 1989. Now some of the line is used by the Tyne & Wear Metro to Newcastle Airport (two miles from the village centre – a village of 14,000 people that would really benefit from the Metro!).
Long before the railway came, the village was home to the family of William Weallens. He was apprenticed to the firm of Robert Stephenson and Co in 1838, appointed Head Draughtsman in 1846, and was a partner in the firm from 1855. He was involved in the restoration work which was carried out on “Rocket” in 1862 – it is recorded that he “was not very encouraging at first but he soon came round and promised to restore some of the missing parts”. He died in Paris in 1862 and is buried in St Mary’s church, Ponteland. 
This year, St Mary’s church has a Summer Festival between Saturday 1 and Saturday 8 August, 10 to 5.30 each day. There will be an exhibition about Weallens and Stephenson, and another about the Ponteland branch – and other displays of railway interest. There will also be a Flower and Art Festival, and refreshments available.
On Wednesday 5 August, there will be an evening of British Transport Films in the Church. The Great Highway (1966), England’s North Country (1978), The North Eastern Goes Forward (1962) and Any Man’s Kingdom (1956). The programme starts at 7.30 pm, and admission is free. More details from The Reverend Peter Barham 01661 822140, www.pontelandstmarys.org.uk.
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